
NORTH RODE NEWSLETTER – JUNE 2021 

So much for climate change.  We could have done with recent weather showing some sign of global warming, but 

at least gardens don’t need watering, and we’re promised a warmer Bank Holiday weekend for a change.  Azaleas 

and rhododendrons are starting to look colourful, and there are even encouraging signs of life in some perennials 

that looked as if they hadn’t survived the winter. 

We hope you’re enjoying your extra freedom, including staycations.   

As always, we are grateful for all input, and welcome your contributions, large or small, as well as comments or 

criticisms relating to the newsletter. 

 

Edward Tudor-Evans RIP 

Our heartfelt sympathy goes to Shirley, Rowena and 

William on Edward’s passing on 15th May after nearly 

two months in hospital.  The Thanksgiving service for 

his life will be at 2pm on Tuesday 1st June, to be led 

by the Rev. Colin Wilson, assisted by the Archdeacon 

of Macclesfield, the Ven. Ian Bishop, who was a co-

trustee with him of a charity for 20 years.  We regret 

that it will be by invitation only because of Covid 

restrictions.  However we hope that the service will 

be relayed outside if you would like to pay your 

respects.  You’re welcome to bring a chair.  See page 

3 for his obituary. 

 

Birthday Greetings   
Our belated best wishes go to:  

Philip Brocklehurst - 96 on 29th May 

Graham Sampson - 70 on 24th May 

Emily Burton - 14 on 27th May 

 

Hospital Discharges 

Our best wishes got to Ken Frodsham and Graham 

Sampson who continue their recuperation at home. 

 

Please let katebean@btinternet.com know of the sick 

and any future birthdays and wedding anniversaries 

we don’t know about, major ones for adults, any for 

children. 

 

Snippets 
Interment of Jean Moreton’s Ashes 

They will be added to her husband Brian’s plot in the 

churchyard on Sunday 6th June after the Communion 

service at 11.15. Due to Covid restrictions please 

contact Sue Bullock, susanbullock@btinternet.com  

or 01260 223388, if you would like to attend. 

 

Bullgate Lane Closure 

Advance warning from 8th June for 7 days. 

 

 

Marton School News 

Dear Friends 

School continues to be a very busy place and we are 

all enjoying the good weather and beautiful school 

grounds.  

As restrictions are easing we are being cautious and 

mindful that children need to begin after school 

activities and interact with each other. As part of our 

commitment to Well Being, we invited Kerry Lockyer 

from Oomph Learning in to work with children in 

Years 5 and 6 all about colour therapy, perceptions 

and how we can all recognise that our preferences 

are different, unique and individual. The children 

engaged in 2 days of activities and even learnt about 

juggling! Everyone agreed they had had a lot of fun 

and understood how special we all are!  

To support our children further we are creating ‘Time 

to Talk’ opportunities so children can chat to adults 

and this is also proving very effective. Lockdown has 

been challenging for so many, but we have much to 

celebrate and enjoy! 

Very soon we will begin our Reception Class 

Transition and look forward to welcoming new 

families to school. We are still welcoming new 

children in other year groups and if you do want to 

consider Marton for your children’s education – 

please contact us! You will not be disappointed!  

With best wishes  

Mrs Nevin J Deakin 

 

Sow Nurture Grow 

We are inspired by Jesus’ parable of the mustard 

seed (Matthew 13. 31-32) 

 



The Rector's Letter - June 

 

          While the Coronavirus pandemic continues to wreak havoc in many parts of the world, there are 

encouraging signs that here in this country we may now be over the worst, and we eagerly await the 

arrival of Summer and the end of restrictions that it promises to bring. 

     As I write this we are approaching the great festival of Pentecost, or Whitsunday, when Christians 

celebrate the giving of the Holy Spirit to the early Church. The Acts of the Apostles tells us that, after 

the Day of Pentecost, “those who were baptised were together and had all things in common; they 

would sell their possessions and goods and distribute the proceeds to all, as any had need. Day by day, 

as they spent much time together in the temple, they broke bread at home and ate their food with glad 

and generous hearts.” (Acts 2)  

      Of course the Spirit of God extends beyond the Church.  As we look back over the last year or so I 

believe that we have seen His Spirit at work, in an outpouring of love and support in our own 

communities. Many people have responded to the needs of those around them with selfless 

generosity, establishing new friendships and strengthening the bonds of trust and interdependence.  

     Amongst the many ways in which our lives could change as a result of the pandemic, we pray that 

we will learn from our present experience how to build a society in which the differing contribution of 

each individual is recognised and valued for the benefit of all, irrespective of status, religion or race.  In 

the words of a modern hymn, often sung at Pentecost, to an old Scottish tune: 

     "Spirit of God, unseen as the wind, gentle as is the dove; teach us the truth and help us believe, show 

us the Saviour's love! You spoke to us long, long ago, gave us the written word; we read it still, needing 

its truth; through it, God’s voice is heard. Without your help we fail our Lord, we cannot live His way; 

We need your power, we need Your strength; following Christ each day." 

    Yours ever,   

    Colin   

June Services 

 

May Sermons  

https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=oZ_HAO4mVdU&t=1s 

https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=FzZ-KrXtpVA 

https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=ob9suKdxiys 

https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=QZfJbzae1Pk 
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June 6th 

Trinity 1 
Flowers: 
Bernard & 
Anne Lever 

11.15 am 

Holy 

Communion 

(CW) 

Followed by 

Interment of 

Jean 

Moreton’s 

ashes 

Led by: 
Reading: 

The Rector 
Yvonne 
Brown 

June 13th 

Trinity 2 
Flowers: Rose 
Brocklehurst 

11.15 am 

Holy 
Communion 

(BCP) 

Led by: 
Reading: 

The Rector 
Anne Lever 

 

June 20th 

Trinity 3 

Flowers: As 

last week 

11.15 am 

Family 
Service 

Led by: 
 
Reading: 

Mr Keith 
Parrott 
Jerry 
Howarth 

June 27th 

Trinity 4 

Flowers: 

Hilary 

Trueman 

11.15 am 

 Holy 
Communion 

(BCP) 

Led by: 
Reading: 

The Rector 
Robert 
Heath 

July 4th 

Trinity 5 

Flowers: As 

last week 

11.15 am 

Holy 

Communion 

(CW) 

Led by: 

Reading: 

The Rector 

Bronwen 

Bebington 



  

Edward Tudor-Evans 1941-2021 

Edward Tudor Evans died aged 80. He moved to North Rode when he 

was 14 and his parents bought The Grange. He was educated at 

Winchester College and Trinity College, Oxford where he read 

Engineering. He then qualified as a Chartered Accountant before going 

on to run his own small businesses.  

He married Shirley Boyce from Kent in 1975. As young marrieds they 

lived in a cottage in Swettenham then moved into The Grange and his 

mother moved into Grange Cottage. Edward was a keen long-

standing  Manchester City supporter, fond of racing, golf and watching 

sport. He was part owner of racehorses and could on occasion be seen 

smiling in the winners enclosure. He loved and was often seen walking the couple's dogs around North 

Rode. 

He served on the North Rode PCC and as a trustee of the Daintry Hall and was a scrupulously punctual 

sidesman and bell ringer at St Michael's. He was a trustee of larger charities and he and Shirley regularly 

lent their home and garden for fundraising for good causes. 

He was High Sheriff of Cheshire in 1997, and unlike some who 

only entertained County bigwigs, he attached importance to 

including the Village. 

He was an old school gentleman, kind and unfailingly 

considerate to others. He was in some ways a private person 

but a generous host and often the life and soul of a party, 

making everybody laugh with his witty repartee. 

Sympathy to his wife and two children Rowena and William and 

faithful dog Oscar, who was also devoted to him. 

 

RIP 

 

Photographs from the High Sheriff Reception 

 

 

 

 

     

 

        

John Shaw Snr, Garfield Wyche, Sheila 

Barber, John & Ruth Shaw 

Sue and Mark Bullock Peter and Rose Brocklehurst 

Mary and Les Goodwin  



 

  What makes a teacher? 

Once upon a time, in the early 1960s a girl set off to walk to her first day at Grammar School. She wore a blazer 

‘to allow for growth’ and shiny new lace -up shoes. She was full of enthusiasm and, if truth be told, some 

apprehension. One of the subjects she was really looking forward to was Art. In her primary school, where she 

was taught by nuns, they didn’t do Art- it was considered to be a waste of time and messy. So, the first week 

went by and Friday afternoon came. The little girl went happily to the Art room, expectant and excited about 

her first Art lesson at secondary school. 

The class all sat down and were confronted by a table on which stood an empty milk bottle. On the desk in front 

of the girl was a piece of paper and a pencil. ‘Now’, said the Art teacher, ‘I want to see what you are all capable 

of, draw the milk bottle - no rubbers allowed. You have half an hour’ and disappeared into a further Art room. 

After staring at the blank paper for some time, the girl tried to see what others were doing and eventually set 

to work. She drew a very flat object that really didn’t look anything like the object in front of her. 

Thirty minutes later the teacher returned and wandered round the classroom making comments about the work 

pupils had done. The teacher stopped behind the girl. ’Oh dear, said the voice behind her ‘you will never, ever 

be any good at Art’. From that day the girl never received another art lesson. Overall, she made a success of the 

rest of her education and eventually became a primary teacher. 

To be honest, she bluffed her way through the Art side of her teaching career. When the children did Art 

activities, she sat down with them and had a go, and encouraged them to laugh with her at her efforts. But the 

one thing she always remembered, which flowed into other aspects of classroom life was to always try and make 

positive comment and not to condemn a child’s efforts. 

Finally, she retired but still had the dream of learning to paint. Lo and behold, a note appeared seven years ago 

in an edition of the North Rode Parish News that a local artist was running some sessions. That artist was called 

Allie Pottinger. The not-so-young, but still little, girl enrolled for the sessions. Her eyes were opened by the 

immensely warm, positive and encouraging atmosphere she encountered, not only from Allie but also from the 

other students. Seven years on she is still painting with Allie and loving it. She will never be an artist but the joy 

of trying her best with positive encouragement is second to none.  

That is what makes a teacher. 

For anybody who wants further information http://www.alliepottinger.com/ 

Anonymous 

 

 

 

 

North Rode WI Notes from Pam Robinson, Secretary 

The WI have not yet met face to face but we hope to meet in Eaton Village Hall on Tuesday 13th 

July, but final arrangements are still being considered.  CFWI have arranged lots of Zoom Meetings 

sometimes two per Month during lockdown and had very interesting Speakers. These will finish in June. Kirsty 

Murphy, the world’s first and only Red Arrows female Red Arrows Pilot, had the largest Zoom audience the WI 

had. The WI North Rode Newsletter is due in June and has been very well received with lots of news competitions 

etc and has kept members well informed. The AGM in London will be a Virtual Event as no face to face meetings 

again. The 2021 Resolution Results were announced and the one to increase awareness of signs of Ovarian 

Cancer was the overall winner. CFWI have decided to withdraw our attendance should the Royal Cheshire Show 

go ahead, which again looks unlikely. However they are holding a Virtual fun show instead. We hope for better 

weather when we meet together again.  

  

 



Nature Notes by John Lea 

This spring has been fantastic for Spring wildflowers.  

Presumably the frosty mornings through April slowed the 

emergence, or perhaps it was more that it staggered the 

emergence of flowerheads.  The wild primroses that we enjoy 

round the Ha Ha came into flower in that warm spell at the end 

of February, and they are still in flower. 

 It is only the second time in over 20 years that they have 

overlapped our bluebells. Dandelions seem to have been in 

flower for months and have only just finally gone into seed. We 

went across South Cheshire on 23 April and dandelions over 

there had already clocked. 20 miles and a couple of hundred 

feet difference in sea level makes a dramatic difference to how 

early spring develops.  How we had fun when we were children plucking dandelion seed heads and blowing the 

seeds wherever.  Now the goldfinches can feed to their hearts content, because they love the dandelion seed 

heads. 

We are sad that we have no lapwings this year. A couple of pairs did come but the black-headed gulls also came. 

The peewits don’t seem to have any defence against them.  

We have another vacancy this year; no house-martins! Usually there are six or eight pairs between the two 

bungalows, so why none this year? A couple did twitter around in late April, but have not stayed. Migration has 

many dangers, both in the journey and where they winter. Perhaps the cold frosty April caused a shortage of 

insect here, just when they needed to fatten up having flown almost halfway round the world. 

We will miss both the call of the peewit and the twitter of our house guests this year.   

The new viral disease in the rabbits has reduced their numbers dramatically, and to compensate we have hares.  

They are an animal of the open fields but move into woodland when food is scarce, nibbling the leaves of briars 

and, of course, the woodland joins our garden.  We were thrilled to see one hopping through on the path past 

our garage.  Alas that path took him along the main area of cowslips, now there are very few left in that area.  

Thankfully we have spread seed down the field. I wonder how wildflowers existed years ago with rabbits and 

hares, but of course the wildflowers were everywhere.  Every hedge side, every roadside, and the thousands of 

permanent pastures were home to millions of the flowers. 

 

This Month’s Quiz 

1. How long did John Paul 1 stay in power? 

2. Which great ruler died in 323 BC? 

3. What did George Shillibeer introduce to London in 1829? 

4. In which year did Sir Winston Churchill die? 

5. Where was David Lloyd George born? 

6. When was NATO founded? 

7. Who succeeded David Steel a leader of Liberal Democrats in 1988? 

8. Who became Lord Protector of England in 1658? 

9. Who is Britain’s only illegitimate Prime minister? 

10. Who was the first Roman Emperor? 

Answers next month 

 

Last Month’s TV Adverts Quiz - Answers 

1. Milky Way   2. Topic   3. Boddingtons    4. TSB   5. ACCESS   6.  Opal Fruits   7. Old Spice   8. Green Giant  9. Lilt   

10. Hamlet   11. Cadbury Cream Egg   12. Waggon Wheels   13. Mr Muscle   14. Bisto   15. Esso 

16.   Domestos   17. Polo   18. Mr Kipling   19. Yellow Pages   20. Cadburys Dairy Milk. 

 

 

 


